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11 Cctober 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

SUBJECT: Diecussion with WPIC¢ Officials on the Fessibility of Aerdel
Photogrephy for Developing Estimating Frocedures of Crop
Production in the gino-Soviet Bloc '

e [ N -1
25X1

1. On Tuesday, Qctober 5, the above named participents held an informal
session at NPIC headquarters for the purpose of further exploring the
feasibllity end potential use of aeriasl photography in the development of a
technique for estimating the yleld of gelected crops in Communist countries.

2, The session was designed to bring mambe-i'fa of the working level T
gather to discuss techniques which could be used to develop keys for crop
1dentificetion and for an analysis of crop yielde.

3« NPIC members of the working level group Were awvare of the fact that a
Limited amount of aucceess had been achleved by outside groups in the develop=
ment of keys for crap 1dentification and area measurements, but knew of no
progvem that had developed keys for estimating crop ylelds. NPIC stated that
14s own resourves for undertaking & program of thias depth were 1imited; but
that 1t was agreeable fo underteking & program of Jimited seoOpE.

4. BR/AG believes that & minigm goal at thig.time would be & study of
the major graln areas and we suggested that & pilot project for developing

25X keys for estimating crop yields might be 1pdtigted based on ohographic
1A agr“veya of wajor winter or gpring grain sreas The advan-
tage of such & program would be the evailebility of ground observatlons, crop

condition reports, and final yield resulte which could serve ss a gulde in the
jdentification of keys by e P.X. Anelyst.

5. NPIC stated that its technical flights 4id cover gselact areas of the
25X1A . —dgnd that the data from these flights could be retrieved for a
v, HNPIC also implied that 1t would be willing to lend limited
sasistance in the analysis of this information. NPIC doubted thabt an extarnal
contract for & study of this pature would be feasible at this time.

6. The R/AG representative indlcated that we intend to explore move fully
the posuaibilities of developing euch 8 progren gnd that further checks would
ve nade vit: TN fn/s41) on ourrent programe noW under way

ﬁ é)elaasgtMiww in some way to the above proposal.
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7. after consulting with CROJJJ ve pilan to suggest that a begimning

survey of availlable phoiographic data of mejor wheat aress
be inltisted by EPIC., CIA would lend support in supplying crop ylelds and
acreage for the selecied areas. A mors detasiled outline of this proposal would

be sent to NPIC prior to the next meeting.
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